By WILLIAM E. COLL ﬁ;\xs
1 Journa)-Bulletdn Stafl Writer

PPOVTULNCF — Ron Marsella, a

_rector of the Providence Foundation, and

! who was among the first to propose that
a performing arts center be created at the.

- Ocean State theater, resigned and has
.started a real estate development busi-
ness. T

However, Marsella said yesterday that .

he will work six more months with the
foundation as a part-time consultant. He
said he will devote most of his time to an-
_ other project he has nurtured: The pro-
posal to raze the elevated railroad tracks

downtown and move them fo a ground--
level pathway just bﬂ ow the State Hou»e L

lawn, ‘
The foundatxon, an mnhdte of 1he

Greater Providence Chamber of . Com- " .
merce, was established in-1974 to reverse
the trend of downtown decling, and to en~ - -
courage government and business .to’
work together to make “catalytic” invest-

ments to revitalize the city center. .
Marsella, who was named director in
October, 1975, initiated some of these key

projects and was mvo)ved in almo*’t zdl of f‘*"-‘

- them.

IE ALSO HAS PLAYED a major role
in establishing a close working relation-

ship among city and state government of-
ficials and busipess. executives . on
downtown matiers, despite their different
interests and objectives. -

Ma}or '\’inc»nt A szmu Jr conlmem
ed. . i‘

“Ron Marsella has bcen of vuy great
assistance to me in providing the day-to-
day linkage to the private sector to allow
us to complete so many projects, and to

ead-'--
“er of the downtown revival drive as di-.

: ﬁuadmg, the state to build
cility in downtown Providence, instead of 7,

in Cranston as first was planned, and per--
suading the Rhode Island Association for '

problems always 1mprtssed me."”

Cianct added that he is “very glad to

- red ta;x and to get to the bottom hne of

' Jearn Mr. Marsella- will continue to work B

pro;ect Mo ) "

*with . the city” on the zmhoad relecahon ,b

Marsella's achlevement.s mdude per- ;

the Blind, owner of the Arcade, that this
aowutown 1andmar1'

a new court fa-"

should be rtnovat o

m 1976 the founc at»on peud an archi-
. tect to prepare a ‘report on renovations.
~ and new management policies needed at™
“the Arcade, and later encouraged the as:
" sociation ‘to give” Arcade development -
Crights to Gilbane Properties, a subsidiary -

of the Gilbane Building Co. These rlghts :

were granted two months ago.

" Marselia also proposed to B.A: Dario in. .
1976 that Dario’s Ocean State movie the .
ater be converted into a center for the

performing arts. The foundatlon among.--

other Uroups, paid for a study to dete
mine il the proposal was practical.

THE FOUNDATION, after dxfﬁcult ex-
tended negotiations with Dario in which

- * Marsella was closely involved, bought the
. Ocean State last year. Marsella was close-**
ly involved in the negotiations. The center
“is now owned and oper ated by an non- =,

proﬁt corporation. that is afﬁhated W1th
the foundation. :
Although the cm mst pr epqred Dlans

“to move the elevated railroad tracks in -
the late 19505 and dropped the plans in !

vear and urged that it be reconsidered.

Marsella; 37,
who graduated from La Salle Academy
and the University of Rhode Island.

" 1965, Marsella reviewed the proposal last :

is a Providence native |

begin others. His ability to cut thruugh
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© Sowrpal-Belletln Staff Writer s
PROVIDENCE — Ron Marsella, who as di-
rector of the Providence Foundation has been

a leader of the downtown revi -
{alization drive, and was
among the first to. pro-
pose that -a performing
arts center be created at
the Ocean State theater,
has submitted his resigna-

tion and started a real es-
. tate development
business.

However, Marsella said
today he will work six
more months with the
foundation as a paﬁ -time consultant, and de-
vote himself exclusively to another pr 0)ect he
has nurtured: the proposed demolition of the

elevated railroad tracks downtown, and their
rejocation to a ground-level paxhway ]USL be-
low the State House lawn.
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THE FO UFGBATE ON

MARSELLA

was created in 1974 for the purpose of revers-
ing the trend of downtown decline, and en-

wtahze the city center.

Marsella, who was named mrector in Octo— ;

ber, 1975, initiated some of these key projects
and was involved in almost all of them. The
downtown companies which created the foun-

- MAYOR  VINCENT @ A.

commented: - )
“Ron Marsella has been of very great assis-
‘tance to me in providing the day-to-day link-

an affiliate of the -
Greater Providence Chamber of Commerce, '

TEP Eve';mg Eui etin, Wex

" dation gave him a modest budget and only an
-executive secretary for assistance, but al-
‘lowed him to concentrate exclusively on pre-

paring plans for sol\fmg Lhe downtowns

* problems.

Marsella also has played a major role in es-
tablishing a close working relationship among
city and state government officials and busi-
ness executives on downtown matters, despite

their different interests and objectives.
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Cianci Jr.

age to the private sector to allow us to com-
plete so many projects, and to begin others.

* His ability to cut through red tape and to get
to the boLtom line of problems always im-:

pressed me.”

Cianci added that he is “very glad to learn e

Mr. Marsella will continue to worlf Wlth the
city on the railroad relocation project.”
Among Marsella's achievements have been

-to convince the state to build a new court fa:

cility in downtown Providence, rather than at
Cranston as first planned; and to convince the

"‘Rhode Island Association for the Blind, owner

couraging government and business to work  _ 0f the Arcade, that this’ downtown lanamark{ .

together to make “catalytic” mvesunents to_,u

snould be Iemrblshed »
ee e

IN 1876, the foundation paid an architect to
prepare a report on renovations and new man-
agement policies needed at the Arcade, and
later encouraged the association o give devel-

i
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" opment rights to the Arcade to Gilbane Prop-

erties, a subsidiary of the Gilbane Building Co.
These rights were granted iwo months ago.
Marsella also proposed to B.A. Dario in
1976 that Dario’s Ocean State movie theater
be converted into a center for the performing
- arts. The foundatxon, among other groups,
paxd for a stpdy. of the feasibility of this idea.
The foundation, after difficult, extended ne-
gotidtions with Dario in which Marsella was
closely involved, also bought the Ocean State

-last year. The center is now ovwned and oper-

ated by an affiliated non-profil corporation.

% % *

ALTHOUGH THE city first prepared plans
_for relocating the elevated railroad tracks in
" the late 50s, and dropped the plans in 1985,
Marsella reviewed the proposal last vear and

. urged that it be reconsidered.

" Marsella pointed out to city and state offi-

cials that the Federal Rail Administration
(FRA) would soon-spend millions to refurbish
the existing railroad bridges and iracks. and
“argued that now was the lasi time for decades
thaL the city and state could realistically pro- -
- pose that the trachage dividing the downtown

be removed. :

Governor Garrahy and Mayor Cianci subse-
quently assigned planners to work with FRA
p}annels in'a jomt study of the’ proposal, and -
“the chief executives are expected to decide -

- this month whether to recommend to the FRA

that the tracks be relocated.

Marsella, 37, is a Providence native who
graduated from La Salle Academy and the
Umver51ty of Rhode Icland



